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Curriculum Vitae 
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1996-2011 Clinical Assistant Professor, Masters in Applied Behavior 
 Analysis Program, Department of Counseling Psychology, 
 Rehabilitation and Special Education, Northeastern  University 

2006  Distinguished Guest Faculty, Special Education Program,                                                                                
Ohio State University 

2008- Clinical Adjunct Faculty, Doctoral and Masters Programs,  
                        Department of Psychology, Western New England University 
2009-2019       Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry – School of                    

Medicine, University of Massachusetts, Worcester 
   2020-  Adjunct Professor, School of Health Sciences – Regis College 
 
Courses Taught: 
 

1988-92 Temple University - Introduction to Psychology; Learning; 
Experimental Psychology – Laboratory 

1992 Rutgers University Camden – Learning, Memory, Cognition; 
Experimental Psychology Laboratory 

1996-2011 Northeastern University – Advanced Learning I (Basic 
 Principles of Learning); Advanced Learning II (Verbal 
 Behavior); Advanced Learning III (Skinner and Critics); Thesis 
 Seminar; Field Placement 

2008- Western New England University – Radical Behaviorism (PSY 
650); Learning (PSY 501); Theoretical Foundations (PSY 507); 
provides supervision for doctoral and masters students 

2020- Regis College – Verbal Behavior; Research Design 
 
Positions: 
 

1998- 2002 Program Director, New England Center for Children 
2002-  Director of Research, New England Center for Children 
2010-2013 Chair of Professional Practice, The Berkshire Association for  
  Behavior Analysis and Therapy 
2010-2013 Board of Directors, Association of Professional Behavior Analysts 
2011-2014 President - Board of Directors, Association of Professional 

Behavior Analysts 
 
Major Clinical Responsibilities for the New England Ctr for Children: 
 

1. Supervision of all research conducted at the New England Center for 
Children. 

2. Training/supervision of Program Directors, Program Specialists, 
Coordinators, and Teachers serving children and young adults with autism or 
other developmental disabilities. 

3. Supervision of administrative, clinical, educational, and residential 
functioning of aforementioned residential units. 
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Cambridge Center for Behavior Studies (Supporting Member, 2004-
present) 
Association of Professional Behavior Analysts (Supporting Member, 
2009-present) 

 
   Local Societies: 

Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy (Member, 
1996-present; Conference planning and scheduling committee member, 
1998-present; Program Chair, 1999-2000; President-Elect 2000-2001; 
President 2001-2002; BACB ACE coordinator for BABAT 2002-present). 
Delaware Valley Association for Behavior Analysis (Member, 1988-
1993). 

Grants: 
 

Applicant: Risk-aversion and risk-proneness in human and nonhuman animals, 
Biomedical Research Support Grant Funded: $2,500,  
Temple University, 1991. 
 
Co-Investigator: Behavioral momentum and flexibility in mental retardation 
(William V. Dube – PI), Grant number HD33802 from the National Institute of 
Child Health and Human Development (NICHD), funded 2002-2005. 
 
Principal Investigator:  Project II: A Behavioral Economic Approach to 
Maximizing Environmental Feedback (William V. Dube – Co-Investigator), 
Grant number 1 PO1 HD 046666-01 from the National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development (NICHD, funded May 2004-2009). 
 
Co-Principal Investigator: Organization for Autism Research, 2009 Applied 
Research Competition (with Rebecca MacDonald): Examination of Prerequisite 
Skills for Learning Using Video Modeling, funded 1/2009-1/2010. 
 
Co-Principal Investigator: Organization for Autism Research, 2010 Applied 
Research Competition (with Rebecca MacDonald and Diana Parry-Cruwys): 
Using a direct observation assessment battery to assess outcomes of EIBI for 
children with autism, funded 1/2010-1/2011. 
 
Co-Investigator: Project III: Behavioral Economics and the analysis of CAB (Iser 
Deleon: Principal Investigator for Project 3, Michael Cataldo Program Project PI), 
Grant number 1 P01 HD055456-01A2 from the National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development, funded 2010-2015. 
 
Co-Investigator: Behavioral Persistence: Basic, Translational, and Clinical 
Studies; Tony Nevin, Principal Investigator, Grant number 1 RO1 HD064576-
01A1 from the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, 
funded 2011-2016. 
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Editorial Review: 
 

1997-1999 Guest Reviewer for the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis.   
2000- Member of Editorial Board – Behavioral Interventions. 
2000-2001 Member of Board of Editors – Journal of Applied 

Behavior Analysis. 
2002-2018 Member of Board of Editors – Journal of Applied 
  Behavior Analysis. 
2008-2014 Member of Board of Editors – The Analysis of Verbal Behavior 
2002- Guest Action Editor for the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis. 
2002 Guest Reviewer – European Journal of Clinical Nutrition. 
2002-2012 Guest Reviewer – Journal of Autism and Developmental 

Disorders. 
2002 Guest Reviewer – Experimental Biology and Medicine. 
2004 Guest Reviewer – Behavior Research Methods, Instruments, and 

Computers 
2009-2010 Guest Action Editor – Behavior Analysis in Practice 
2010- Action Editor – Behavior Analysis in Practice 
2011- Guest Reviewer – Pediatrics 
2012- Editor-in-Chief – Behavioral Interventions 
2020-  Member of Editorial Board – Journal of the Experimental Analysis  

of Behavior 
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Mar., 2011 The elusiveness of best teaching practices: Research in the trenches. Talk given at the 
annual conference of the Pennsylvania Association for Behavior Analysis, Hershey, PA. 

Feb., 2011 Best practices: Research in the trenches. Invited address at the annual conference of the 
California Association for Behavior Analysis, San Francisco, CA. 

Jul., 2010 No easy answers for stereotypy: A comprehensive approach promoting functional skills. 
 Session presented at the Autism Society of America conference, Dallas, TX. 

Feb., 2010 There is no easy answer to stereotypy: A comprehensive approach to promote functional 
skills. Paper presented at the annual conference of the Texas Association for Behavior 
Analysis, Galveston, TX. 

Oct., 2009 The ethics of aversive control: From research to challenging cases and life lessons. An 
APBA Professional Development Series workshop presented at the Berkshire 
Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

Aug., 2009 Can an applied researcher follow Skinner’s advice? Looking at one thing, finding 
another. Invited address given in acceptance of a Distinguished Contribution to Applied 
Behavior Analysis Award at the annual conference of the American Psychological 
Association, Toronto, Canada. 

Jun., 2009 From vocal stereotypy to verbal behavior. Workshop conducted at the Parents’ Education 
as Autism Therapists (PEAT) Facing Autism conference, Belfast, Ireland. 

Apr., 2009 Behavioral assessment and treatment of pediatric feeding disorders. Workshop given at 
the annual conference of the Division of Behaviour Analysis, The Psychological Society 
of Ireland, Galway. 

Mar., 2009 Translating research into practice: Teaching children with autism skills for independence, 
Seminar presented at the Connecticut College Psychology Department Colloquium 
Series, New London, CT. 

Jan., 2009 From automatic reinforcement to appropriate social behavior: Assessing and treating 
stereotypic behavior. Seminar presented at the Evidence-Based Interventions for 
Teaching Individuals with Autism conference, Newtown, PA. 

Nov., 2008 Therapeutic interventions for autism: Idiosyncratic presentation requires individualized 
treatment. Address delivered to the Department of Brain and Cognitive Sciences, MIT, 
Cambridge, MA. 

Aug., 2008 Translating research to practice and practice to research. Paper presented at the first 
annual conference of the Wisconsin Association for Behavior Analysis, Kenosha, WI. 

Mar., 2008 
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Apr., 2007 Stereotypy: Automatic reinforcement, behavioral persistence, and response hierarchies. 
Invited address presented at the annual conference of the Connecticut Association for 
Behavior Analysis, Cromwell, CT. 

Feb., 2007 Feeding issues in children with autism. Invited p
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Denver, CO.  

MacDonald, J., Parry-Cruwys, D., Ahearn, W.H., &  Scamihorn, S. (March 2011). Assessing the effects 
of matched and unmatched stimuli on the persistence of stereotypy.  Paper presented at the 82!" 
annual conference of the Eastern Psychological Association, Cambridge, MA. 

Bolduc, H., MacDonald, R.P.F., Ahearn, W.H., Wheeler, E.E., & Dube, W.V. (October 2010). 
Assessing preference for social interaction in children with ASDs. Paper presented at the Berkshire 
Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

Cividini-Motta, C., Clark, K.M., & Ahearn, W.H. (October 2010). Differential reinforcement of 
prompted and independent responses: An alternative procedure to decrease prompt dependency. 
Paper presented at the Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

Cividini-Motta, C., Clark, K.M., & Ahearn, W.H. (October 2010). Increasing skill acquisition by 
providing differential reinforcement for prompted and independent responses. Poster presented at the 
Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

Cook, T., & Ahearn, W.H., (October 2010). Comparing echoic and textual prompts for teaching 
intraverbal behavior. 
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Robinson, M.E., Dickson, C.A., MacDonald, R.P.F., & Ahearn, W.H. (May 2010). Prerequisite skills for 
learning through video modeling: role of delayed imitation and delayed matching. Paper presented at 
the annual conference of the Association for Behavior Analysis, San Antonio, TX. 

Rodriguez, N.M., Thompson, R.H., Schlichenmeyer, K.J., Stocco, C.S., & Ahearn, W.H. (May 2010). 
Assessment and treatment of arranging and ordering in individuals with autism. Paper presented at 
the annual conference of the Association for Behavior Analysis, San Antonio, TX. 

Sinclair, P.A., McSweeney, M., & Ahearn, W.H. (May 2010). Assessment and treatment of vocal 
stereotypy in an adult with mental retardation. Poster presented at the annual conference of the 
Association for Behavior Analysis, San Antonio, TX. 

Sveinbjornsdottir, B., Dickson, C.A., Guilhardi, P., Lionello-DeNolf, K.M., Jones, B.M., & Ahearn, 
W.H. (May 2010). Descriptive assessment of problem behavior in transitions between activities. 
Paper presented at the annual conference of the Association for Behavior Analysis, San Antonio, 
TX. 

Bharucha, D., Cividini-Motta, C., & Ahearn, W.H. (October 2009). Training joint attention responses in 
teenagers using social consequences. Paper presented at the Berkshire Association for Behavior 
Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

Cividini-Motta, C., Clark, K.M., & Ahearn, W.H. (October 2009). Differential reinforcement of 
prompted and independent responses: An alternative procedure to decrease prompt dependency. 
Paper presented at the Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

Colon, C., Kinshaw, M., Andrejczyk, L., Clark, K.M., Sveinbjornsdottir, S., & Ahearn, W.H. (October 
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Elliott, S., Libby, M.E., Ahearn, W.H., & Weiss, J.S. (October 2008). Adduction: Generating novel 
responses. Paper presented at the Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, 
Amherst, MA. 

Giles, A., Roscoe, E.M., Pence, S.T., & Ahearn, W.H. (October 2008). A Comparison of redirection 
with and without response interruption for reducing stereotypy maintained by automatic 
reinforcement. Paper presented at the Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, 
Amherst, MA. 

Grindle, S., Sargent, E., MacDonald, R.P.F., & Ahearn, W.H. (October 2008). A behavioral examination 
of false belief tasks. Paper presented at the Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and 
Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

Lebowitz, J.L., Clark, K.M., & Ahearn, W.H. (October 2008). The effects of verbal operant training & 
response interruption/redirection on appropriate & undesirable vocalizations. Poster presented at the 
Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

Mahoney, P., Weiss, J.S., Libby, M.E., & Ahearn, W.H. (October 2008). Analysis of prompting errors 
that result in delayed acquisition of play skill chains in children with autism. Paper presented at the 
Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

Moore, K., Dashner, J., Clark, K.M., & Ahearn, W.H. (October 2008). Effects of sensory integration on 
automatically reinforced motor and vocal stereotypy. Poster presented at the Berkshire Association 
for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

Robinson, M.E., Clark, K.M., & Ahearn, W.H. (October 2008). The effects of verbal operant training on 
the vocal stereotypy and appropriate language. Poster presented at the Berkshire Association for 
Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA.    

Robinson, M.E., MacDonald, R.P.F., & Ahearn, W.H. (October 2008). Exploring a possible relationship 
between delayed match-to-sample and performance on video modeling. Poster presented at the 
Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

Roscoe, E.M., Pence, S.T., Bourret, J.C., & Ahearn, W.H. (October 2008). Relative contributions 
of three descriptive methods:  Implications for behavioral assessment. Paper presented at the 
Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA.  

Williford, T., Clark, K.M., & Ahearn, W.H. (October 2008). The effects of social reinforcement 
on the acquisition of social skills for children with autism. Poster presented at the Berkshire 
Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA.   

Ahearn, W.H. (May 2008).  Addressing the challenging behaviors of adolescents with autism:  
Successful proactive methods and skills building interventions. Invited address chaired at the annual 
convention of the Association for Behavior Analysis, Chicago, IL.  

Ahearn, W.H. (May 2008).  "B.F. Skinner lecture" Quantifying the qualitative: Empirical measures of 
social information processing in autism. Invited address chaired at the annual convention of the 
Association for Behavior Analysis, Chicago, IL.  

Ahearn, W.H. (May 2008).  Examination of data analysis methods. Symposium discussed at the annual 
convention of the Association for Behavior Analysis, Chicago, IL.  

Ahearn, W.H. (May 2008).  Treatment of pediatric feeding disorders: Outcome measures of different 
programs around the country. Symposium discussed at the annual convention of the Association for 
Behavior Analysis, Chicago, IL. 

Colon, C., Ahearn, W.H., Clark, K.M., & Masalsky, J. (May 2008).  The effects of tact training and 
response interruption/redirection on appropriate and undesirable vocalizations. Paper presented at 
the annual convention of the Association for Behavior Analysis, Chicago, IL. 
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Ahearn, W.H. (August 2007).  Descriptive and experimental analyses of critical components of EIBI for 
children with ASDs. Symposium chaired at the 4th International Conference of the Association for 
Behavior Analysis, Sydney, Australia. 

Ahearn, W.H., Clark, K.M., Masalsky, J., & Kingery, S. (August 2007). Vocal stereotypy, requesting, 
and commenting: From purely vocal to vocal verbal behavior. Paper presented at the 4#$ International 
Conference of the Association for Behavior Analysis, Sydney, Australia. 

Ahearn, W.H. (October 2007).  Personal paradigm shifts and treatment acceptability: A comparison of 
PBS and ABA experts. Oral presentation chaired at the Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis 
and Therapy, Amherst, MA 

Ahearn, W.H. (October 2007).  Refinements in interobserver agreement data analysis, functional 
analysis, preference assessment, and treatment of problem behavior. Symposium chaired at the 
Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

Ahearn, W. H. (May 2003). Preventing escape prevention. Paper presented at the annual convention of 
the Association for Applied Behavior Analysis, San Francisco. 

Ahearn, W. H., Clark, K. M., Chung, B., Gardenier, N., & MacDonald, R. (May 2003). Treating vocal 
stereotypy with response redirection and stimulus competition. Paper presented at the annual 
convention of the Association for Applied Behavior Analysis, San Francisco. 

Clark, K. M., Florentino, C., Toomey, E., Isono, Y., Metzger, J., & Ahearn, W. H. (May 2003). 
Comparison of highly preferred matched and unmatched stimuli on stereotypy in students with 
developmental disabilities. Poster presented at the annual convention of the Association for Applied 
Behavior Analysis, San Francisco. 

Ahearn, W. H.  (November 2002).  Eating in children with autism spectrum disorder: Direct and 
naturalistic assessment strategies.  Paper presented at the Inaugural World Autism Conference, 
Melbourne. 

Ahearn, W. H. (October 2002).  Decreasing vocal stereotypy in individuals with autism. Paper presented 
at the annual meeting of the Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, 
MA. 

Castine, T. M., Lockwood, L., Perhot, N., & Ahearn, W. H. (October 2002).  Extended functional 
analysis and treatment of SIB maintained by access to restraint.  Paper presented at the annual 
meeting of the Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

Metzger, J., Ahearn, W.H., Edinburg, S., & Madden, S.  A functional analysis of stereotypy: Directed 
spitting and spit play. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Berkshire Association for 
Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

Moore, T., Johnson, C., & Ahearn, W.H.  The effects of a self-management treatment package on the 
stereotypic behavior of a young man with autism.  Poster presented at the annual meeting of the 
Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

Ahearn, W. H., & Condon, J. (May 2002). Treating pediatric feeding problems: Long-term follow-up.  
Poster presented at the annual convention of the Association for Applied Behavior Analysis, 
Toronto. 

Ahearn, W. H., & Debar, R.  (May 2002). The effects of open and closed economies on performance in 
a matching-to-sample task. Poster presented at the annual convention of the Association for Applied 
Behavior Analysis, Toronto. 

Ahearn, W. H., Dube. W. V., McIlvane, W. J., Clark, K. M., & Gardenier, N. C. (May 2002). Disrupting 
stereotypy with VT stimulus delivery: A test of behavioral momentum. Paper presented at the annual 
convention of the Association for Applied Behavior Analysis, Toronto. 
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Ahearn, W. H., & Lundwall, A. (May 2002). The effect of estimate method on functional analysis 
outcome: Partial-interval vs. momentary time-sampling. Poster presented at the annual convention of 
the Association for Applied Behavior Analysis, Toronto. 

Ahearn, W. H.  (October 2001).  Assessing and treating stereotypy in children with autism spectrum 
disorder. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Berkshire Association for Behavior 
Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 



 24 

Ahearn, W.H. (May 2000). Effect of two methods of introducing foods on acceptance of previously 
rejected items. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Behavior Analysis, 
Washington, D.C.  

Ahearn, W.H., Callison, T., & Ortman, M. (August 2000). Behavioral treatment of food selectivity in 
a child with autism.  Paper presented at 11th World Congress of the International Association for 
the Scientific Study of Intellectual Disabilities, Seattle, WA. 

Ahearn, W. H.  (May 2000). Issues facing clinicians treating pediatric feeding disorders.   
Panel discussion presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Behavior Analysis, 
Washington, D.C. 

Ahearn, W. H. (May 2000). Effect of two methods of introducing foods on acceptance of  
Previously rejected items. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Behavior 
Analysis, Washington, D.C.  

Zaleska, A., Gould, D. D. & Ahearn, W. H. (October 2000). Interspersal procedure: Systematic 
replication of previous research.)Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Berkshire Association 
for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

Ahearn, W.H. (October 1999).  Behavior analytic assessment and treatment of pediatric feeding 
disorders.  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis 
and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

Ahearn, W.H., & Potter, P. (October 1999). Establishing weight gain in a failing-to-t
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Ahearn, W.H. & Hineline, P.N. (May 1993). FR versus VR schedules: A test of geometric averaging as 
a predictive descriptor of choice. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Association for 
Behavior Analysis, Chicago, IL. 

Ahearn, W.H. (May 1993). Science, psychology, and interpretive behaviorism. Paper presented at the 
annual meeting of the Association for Behavior Analysis, Chicago, IL. 

Ahearn, W.H., & Hineline, P.N. (1992). Choice between fixed and bi-valued ration schedules. Paper 
presented at the annual meeting of the Eastern Psychological Association, Boston, MA. 

Ahearn, W.H. & Hineline, P.N. (May 1992). Choice between bi-valued (mixed) and fixed value 
schedules of reinforcement in a concurrent chains procedure: The significance of range. Paper 
presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Behavior Analysis, San Francisco, CA. 

Ahearn, W.H. & Hineline, P.N. (May 1992). Choice between variable and fixed ratio schedules of  
 reinforcement:  The effects of titrating pigeons between two deprivation levels. Poster presented at 

the annual meeting of the Association for Behavior Analysis, San Francisco, CA. 
Ahearn, W.H. (May 1992). The misusage of the term rationality by science. Paper presented at the 

annual meeting of the Association for Behavior Analysis, San Francisco, CA. 
Ahearn, W.H., Hineline, P.N., & David, F.G. (1991). Preference for risk in situations of uncertainty.  

Paper delivered at the annual meeting of the Eastern Psychological Association. 
 


